The Five Taslims

door of the private apartments 'beyond which only eunuchs and
women are allowed to pass'.

So ended a very satisfactory audience. The Friar had obtained
all he asked for, with a gold betel box thrown in, a box which
would do very well to contain the Eucharist on the altar of the
new church to be built at Mrauk-u. In the course of the next few
days he obtained from the secretariat written copies of the king's
orders and the release of the Christian slaves. This cost him a few
more tips and presents, but, as he remarks, you had to tip wher-
ever you might be, and Arakanese officials were no worse than
Portuguese in that matter. A day was then fixed for the journey
to Mrauk-u. A police officer was detailed to accompany him
thither.
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